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Central and West Asia and North Africa (CWANA)
An Overview of Regional Food Security

Adel Beltagi *

Summar

The Arga of Central and West Asia and North Africa (CWANA) is vast and diversified and is characterized by a high population.
Poverty dominates many countries in this area despite the presence of some rich countries. Poverty iswide spread in the rural areas. Plant
production, particularly cereals and legumes, is considered the main source of food in the area, thus being deficient in animal protein.

CWANA depends on rain-fed agriculture, with the exception of irrigated agriculture in Egypt where grain production increase asare-
sult of agricultural research and sound policies. Never lessinterior the increase did not cope with the increase in human population. Oth-
er countries face more serious problems, as they import limited quantities of grain, despite the fact that the increase in population greatly
exceeds production.

A high population of the poor people live in the rura areas where the natural resources of land and water are poor, leading to the mi-
gration of the young generation out of the country. Some finance organizations, like the World Bank, realized this situation and directed
its policies of financial support towards the rural areas and initiated intensive programs of self dependence aimed at the poor communi-

ties.
There is urgent need for economic integration between the countries of the area
* Director General, International Center for Agri-  to face the problems of world markets and to activate investment activities, human
cultural Research in the Dry Areas (ICARDA). resources, management of natural resources, and advancements of research and tech-
E-mail:a.elbeltagy@cgiar .or g. nology as essential prerequisites for food security.
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