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Summary

In accordance with its stated objectives, the Arab Authority for Agricultural Investment and Development (AAAID)
introduced the Zero tillage System for the first time in Sudan in 2000 in order to replace the traditional systems practiced
in the rain-fed sector; which isin need for modernization to increase productivity and achieve higher income, sustainabil-
ity, prosperity and investment. The concept of zero tillage implies direct seeding without mechanical disturbance of the
soil by plowing or harrowing and using herbicides for weed control. Its advantages include conservation of soil mois-
ture, improvement of soil properties, effective weed control, and increased productivity. The new system was adopted at
the level of large-scale trials and a pilot farm of the Arab Sudanese Company for Agriculture in the Blue Nile State dur-
ing the years 2001-2003 and the company started commercial production in 2005. The results clearly indicated the super-
iority of zero tillage over the traditional systems.

Against the background of the success achieved it was deemed appropriate to transfer the new technology to the
farmersin Agadi area. AAAID selected a group of distinguished farmers and provided them with the necessary machin-
ery, inputs and technical support. The success of zero tillage reached its climax on the farmer fields as they achieved sub-
stantially high yields as compared with traditional yields. Consequently the transfer of technology program was extended
to Gadaref State, then to Southern Kordofan. In Agadi the farmers established a company of their own, with support
from AAAID, to promote the new system. AAAID has thus innovated a new approach in the transfer of advanced tech-
nology.

1 Arab Authority for Agricultural Investment and Development (AAAID), P.O. Box 2102 K hartoum, Sudan, Fax: (+249) 183 772600.
E-mail: nrasheed@aaaid.org

2 AAAID, Sudan, E-mail: aalheeti@aaaid.org

3 AAAID, Sudan, E-mail: Hburhan@aaaid.org

4 AAAID, Sudan, E-mail: nashwan@aaaid.org
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