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Short Note: Production of Improved Awass Rams Proj ect:
Current Statusand Future Outlook

Abdul Razag A. AL-Rawi *

Summary

Awass sheep is widely distributed breed throughout Arab eastern region (Syria, Irag, Jordan and Lebanon). The
breed is well known for its adaptation to dry land. It is characterized by alow productive performance (milk and meat).
The objective of this project is to genetically improve both milk and meat, through selection within Awassi breed. It is
suggested that the project will evaluate Awassi ewes in the nucleus and distinguished multiplier flocks. Single trait BLUP
animal model will be used to estimate breeding values of ewes. Flock, ewe age, type of birth , lambing season played
role in the variation of test day milk yield, These factors will be considered in genetic evaluation. According to BLUP
values, ewes will be graded and ranked to specify the role of each ewe in the contribution to the next generation. Screen-
ing 15000 young rams at weaning as a new approach to maximize genetic trend of both mesat as well as milk yield. Ac-
cordingly, young rams will be sampled from elite dams will be subjected to performance test (growth rate) and conforma-
tion before dissemination to flocks. A top-down approach is assigned to achieve the breeding program goals.
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