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Agricultural Development in Sudan
(Current Situation, Challenges, Opportunities)

Abdallah A. Abdallah®

Summary

Sustainable agricultural development implies management of the natural agricultural resource base to satisfy the food
needs of the present generation and conservation of those resources against degradation to ensure the needs of future gen-
erations, in accordance with a balanced pattern of social, economic and environmental factors. The present study high-
lights the capacity and distinguished geographical location of the Sudan, its climate and the various ecological zones that
qualify it for the cultivations of various crops as well as animal production in an inevitable integrated plant and animal
system, utilizing the enormous agricultural resource base including land, water, genetic resources, forests, range, fishery,
and wildlife. These resources qualified the Sudan to be one of three countries that can contribute addressing the world
food problem. The study also reviews the agricultural systems which have evolved from the climate conditions, agricultu-
ral environments, and available resources and their usage. Each of there systems has its own features, characteristics,
merits, risks, challenges and meansof development.

The agricultural sector represents the main sustainable production and the major driving force for the national econo-
my, as the Sudan is characterized by enormous agricultural resources, of which only about 20% of the cultivable land and
two-thirds of its share of the Nile water are presently utilized. The Sudan is also rich with natural pastures supporting a
huge animal wealth, in addition to the forests and fish reserve. The Sudan is also characterized by various agricultural en-
vironments allowing the cultivation of different cash, food, and industrial crops which include cotton, sugar cane, sor-
ghum, wheat, pulses, oil seeds and gum arabic. The study also reviews the mgjor challenges facing agricultural develop-
ment, mainly: limited public spending on agriculture and infrastructure supporting it, low productivity and quality,
modest production base, fluctuation of production, high cost of production, drought, weakness of the structure of the sec-
tor, and poor investment opportunities.

In order for the declared green mobilization to succeed there is need for a strategy with clear objectives, human re-
sources, follow-up, assessment and corrective measures. The study made a slight reviews of the objectives, macro and
microeconomic and sectoria policies required for revival, taking into consideration the most important globa changes
which have an impact on agriculture and ways that enable the sector to face globalization. The future welfare of the Su-
danese peopleisin agricultural reform, despite the newly discovered oil .

1 Ex-Minister of Agriculture, Ex-vice chancellor University of Khartoum, Presently, Professor of Horticulture,
Faculty of Agriculture, University of Khartoum, Shambat, Khartoum North, Sudan.
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