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Scopes of Biotechnology and Genetic Engineering in the Arab Food Industries
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Summary

The biotechnology and genetic engineering made dramatic changes in several modern economic sectors especially in agri-
culture and related industries. Industrial fermentations, the use of enzymes (free and immobilized), in vitro plant propagation
and production of genetically modified crops have attracted worldwide large scale investments. However, the existing Arabic
food industries have not undergone similar developments that caused the lose of integrated economic utilization of raw mate-
rials and by-products. In contrast, biotechnology based industries are considered as a decisive factor in the improvement of
agro-industries economics in the industrial nations. Despite the significance of crossing the "species barrier” through genetic
engineering techniques and the large scale production of certain genetically modified crops, the consumer opposition is still
overwhelming in most of the developed nations due to interrelated human and environmental safety considerations. Thus, spe-
cific legidations to organize the production, processing and consumption of genetically modified crops are required before the
introduction of these crops to the Arab countries.
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