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Necessitiesand Areas of | ntegration Between Arab Countriesfor Sustainable
Agricultural Development

Waheed A. Mogahed *

Summary

Beside severe negative impact of the recent world food crisis and its economic burden on different Arab countries,
such crisis also pointed out the chronic Arab food crisis and pushed issue of Arab agricultural development and in inte-
gration to the focus of events and public interests, aswell as the issue of Arab integration possibilitiesin this area.

Some logical questions has been raised in this concern:

« What are the main challenges and ambitions of the Arab agricultural sustainable development?

* What are the opportunities and possibilities to achieve better performance of Arab agricultural development?

« If the Arab integration is necessary and justified in this concern?

« What are the more efficient and more proper elements and dimensions of Arab agricultural development integration

for the next period?

Through discussing and analyzing these questions, it could be said that the Arab world still has great opportunities and

chances to achieve better performance rates in the areas of sustainable agricultural development and Arab food security.
The collective efforts of Arab countries are considered very essential in this concern. The most important needs within
the framework of Arab integrated efforts is to ensure sufficient amount of specia finance for Arab agricultural develop-
ment, the minimum amount is estimated by about 50 billion US$. An Arab agricultural development fund has to be estab-
lished to provide soft loans to both governments and businessmen according a perfect framework of conditions and regu-
lations to ensure the maximum efficiency of utilizing such loans in projects and activities which contribute significantly
to the common Arab goals of agricultural development and food security.

1 Professor of Agricultural Economics, Faculty of Agriculture, Ain-Sham University, P.O. Box 68 Hadaek Shoubra,11241 Cairo, Egypt,
Fax (+202)44444460, E-mail: waheed.mogahed @gmail.com
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